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For summer math, we are asking students to enjoy a variety of options.
 

Summer Skills Sharpener allows students to review and strengthen their math skills over the
summer in a workbook format.  Students are recommended to use the book 3-4 times a week for

about 20 minutes a day over a 10 week period.  The books contain tutorial pages and resources to
help the students and parents as they work through various problems.  We will provide the

books for the students.
 
 

Bedtime Math, which is a daily series of fun math stories and problem-solving questions. Each
day, the reader is given a story and then a range of differentiated questions.  Here is more
information about the benefits of Bedtime Math.  You may purchase the three books online

(Here) or download the free app and receive the math problems on your phone.  Before your
daughter comes back to school, she should write her own Bedtime Math story and questions to

share with her class.
 

DreamBox is an online software provider that focuses on improving math problem solving and
critical thinking skills and developing number sense.  Students will login in by clicking their
previous grade level.  Upcoming Kindergarten and 1st-grade students will not have access to

DreamBox until the fall.
 

Additional enrichment resources:
 

YouCubed (Jo Boaler)
 

Enrichment Units (multiple levels)
 

Extension Units (multiple levels)
 

Math Perplexers
 

Reflex Math (Online Fluency Practice)
 

Logic Links
 
 
 

We hope you have a fun, math-filled summer!
 

https://www.summerskills.com/
https://www.summerskills.com/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/2016/05/24/a-small-dose-of-bedtime-math-goes-a-long-way/
http://bedtimemath.org/books/
https://www.youcubed.org/tasks/
https://www.prufrock.com/Enrichment-Units-in-Math-Book-1-Grades-2-3-P171.aspx
https://www.prufrock.com/Math-Extension-Units-Book-1-Grades-2-3-P186.aspx
https://www.mindware.orientaltrading.com/math-perplexors-set-of-6-a2-13871880.fltr?keyword=math
https://www.reflexmath.com/
https://www.amightygirl.com/logic-links


2021 Summer Reading List

GARRISON FOREST SCHOOL
Lower School Required Summer Reading

2021
 

The following books are required by the classroom teachers in each
grade. It is very important that your daughter read both selections as

there will be classroom discussions about them in September. 
Additionally, students in grades one through five should read three
additional books, which can be from the list on the following page.

 
Kindergarten 

Swimmy by Leo Lionni
A Camping Spree with Mr. Magee  by Chris Van Dusen

 
First Grade

Home for Dixie: The True Story of a Rescued Puppy by Emma Jackson
Interstellar Cinderella by Deborah Underwood

 
Second Grade 

Akiak: A Tale From the Iditarod by Robert J. Blake
Jada Jones Rockstar by Kelly Starling lyons

 
Third Grade

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 
Sonia Sotomayor : A Judge Grows in the Bronx by Jonah Winter

 
Fourth Grade

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies
Front Desk by Kelly Yang

 
Fifth Grade

This Journal Belongs to Ratchet by Nancy Cavanaugh
Solving for M by Jennifer swender

 



2021 Garrison Forest School
Supplemental Book List (recommended, not required)

Kindergarten

Me and Mama by Cozbi A. Cabrera (2021 Caldecott Honor Book)

Honeybee (The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera) by Candace Fleming and
Eric Rohmann (2021 Sibert Medal Winner)

My Papi Has A Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero and Zeke Pena (Pura
Belpre Honor Book)

Rain by Linda Ashman and Christian Robinson (Ezra Keats Book Award)

We Are in a Book! by Mo Willems



I Spy Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold

Little Wolf’s First Howling by Laura McGee Kvasnosky

A Perfect Day by Lane Smith

Ask Me by Bernard Waber and Suzy Lee

First Grade

Ada Twist Scientist by Andrea Beaty and David Roberts
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King and Kayla and the Case of the Secret Code by Dori Hillestad
Butler and Nancy Meyers

Penny and Her Marble by Kevin Henkes

This Is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen

Pet the Cat and His Magic Sunglasses by James Dean and Kimberly
Dean

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

Madeline Finn and the Library Dog by Lisa Papp
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Second Grade

Craftily Ever After by Martha Maker

Mindy Kim and the Yummy Seaweed Business by Lyla Lee

Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo and Chris Van Dusen

Mapping My Day by Julie Dillemuth PhD and Laura Wood

Clementine by Sara Pennypacker and Marla Frazee
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Heidi Heckelbeck and the Magic Puppy by Wanda Coven

In Aunt Lucy’s Kitchen by Cynthia Ryland and Wendy Anderson
Halperin

Third Grade

From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks

Keena Ford (Series) by Melissa Thomson and Frank Morrison

Skenked!: Calpurnia Tate, Girl Vet by Jacqueline Kelly
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A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of Humans by Laurence
Yep, Joanne Ryder, et al.

The World According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney

Third Grade Mermaid by Peter Raymundo

Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary
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Fourth Grade

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson

The Amazing Life of Asaleah Lane by Nikki Shannon Smith

Like Magic by Elaine Vickers and Sara Not

I Survived by Lauren Tarshis

Grand Canyon by Jason Chin

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
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The Story of a Seagull and the Cat Who Taught Her to Fly by L.
Sepulveda

Fifth Grade

The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy Colbert

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (2014 National Book
Award for Young People's Literature, the 2015 Coretta Scott King
Book Award and was named a 2015 Newbery Honor Book)

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

Everything for a Dog by Ann M. Martin
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/national-book-award-for-young-peoples-literature-winners-finalists
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/national-book-award-for-young-peoples-literature-winners-finalists
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/coretta-scott-king-book-award-winners
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/coretta-scott-king-book-award-winners
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/newbery-medal-and-honor-books


The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper

Wonder by R. J. Palacio

The 39 Clues by Rick Riodan
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Pack Your GFS Beach Bag! 
The summer months usher in days of leisure and 
relaxation. Your daughters have the opportunity to launch 
into new adventures, explore new areas of interest, 
discover new passions, and enjoy some unstructured time! 
I have a beach bag full of ideas backed by research to help 
you make the most of the upcoming months. I invite you to 
keep in touch with me over the break, sending me pictures 

and stories of your summer fun. You will hear from me too, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone at the end of August! 

Where To Start! 
Here are just a few ideas to get you started. Please feel free to share other 
resources with me! (Blue/purple typeface is a web-link). 

 

 
 
 

Are You Ready for Summer? 
 

 
 

CAMP  
WONDEROPOLIS 

(flex your wonder!) 
 

Camp Wonderopolis is 
the free online summer-
learning destination 
that’s full of fun, 
interactive STEM and 
literacy-building topics 
boosted by Maker 
experiments! Explore 
music, construction, 
engineering, outdoor 
fun, technology 
workshop or science 
camps! This resource is 
outstanding and offers 
so many wonderful 
options. 

 
 

ALSC 
 

The Association for 
Library Service to 

Children 
 
2021 Summer Reading 
Lists Each list (divided 
by grade) is available to 
download. 

 
 

GLOBAL 
AWARENESS 

Read about your world. 
Newsela builds 
nonfiction literacy and 
awareness of global 
events by providing 
access to articles (that 
you can filter by grade). 
Other recommendations 
include children’s 
magazines offered by 
Cricket Media, National 
Geographic, and other 
publishers. 

 
 
 
 
 

VORACIOUS 
READING! 

Research has long 
documented the 
reality of “summer 
learning loss”- a 
decline in reading 
and other 
academic skills 
over the summer. 
Reading over the 
summer months 
helps mitigate the 
impact of summer 
slide. Summer 
reading 
opportunities are 
abundant. Here 
are some ideas to 
explore—there is 
ample variety to 
excite even the 
most reluctant 
summer reader! 

http://camp.wonderopolis.org/
http://camp.wonderopolis.org/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2021-summer-reading-list
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2021-summer-reading-list
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2021-summer-reading-list
https://newsela.com/
http://cricketmedia.com/
http://cricketmedia.com/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/7-ways-prevent-summer-learning-loss-barbara-dianis
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/7-ways-prevent-summer-learning-loss-barbara-dianis
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/7-ways-prevent-summer-learning-loss-barbara-dianis
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Here are a few 
more suggestions! 

 
Check out the 
Summer Blog on 
Reading Rockets! 
There  are  SO 
many wonderful 
ideas and 
suggestions to help 
inspire young and 
adult readers! 

 
 
 
 

THE MAGIC OF MATH: Even more games are listed below! 
 
 

 

 
 

THE IVY BOOKSHOP 
 

Summer reading books 
for children of all ages! 

 
GIRLS’ LEADERSHIP: 
GIRL AND GROWN-UP 
BOOKCLUB : 

 
Your girl needs you. To 
develop confidence and 
resilience, she requires a 
good role model. That’s 
you. Research shows 
that parents and 
guardians are the 
number one influencer of 
girls’ leadership 
ambitions. You are the 
one giving her the 
scripts, permission, and 
authority to speak up 
and be true to herself. 

 
 

A UNIVERSE OF 
PODCASTS : 

 
Collaborating with this 
summer’s reading 
theme, “A Universe of 
Stories”, and celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of 
the July 1969 Apollo 
Moon landing, the ALA 
invites you to consider 
adding a listening guide 
that explores the theme 
and anniversary through 
podcasts. 

 
OUTDOOR FUN! 
 
HERE ARE 
IDEAS for books 
and activities to 
enjoy the 
outdoors and 
learn about our 
natural world. 

https://www.startwithabook.org/blog/summer-adventures-read-talk-explore
https://www.startwithabook.org/blog/summer-adventures-read-talk-explore
https://theivybookshop.d7.indiebound.com/
https://girlsleadership.org/resources/book-club-sign-up-form/
https://girlsleadership.org/resources/book-club-sign-up-form/
https://girlsleadership.org/resources/book-club-sign-up-form/
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=a-universe-of-podcasts-a-summer-listening-guide-for-elementary-middle-and-high-school-students
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=a-universe-of-podcasts-a-summer-listening-guide-for-elementary-middle-and-high-school-students
https://www.startwithabook.org/summer-reading-learning/nature-our-green-world
https://www.startwithabook.org/summer-reading-learning/nature-our-green-world
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ARTICLES, WEBSITES AND RESOURCES! 
 

Please take some time to read these articles about girls and math!! 
 

• Girls and Math 
 

•  “ Math-Gender Stereotypes in Elementary School Children” (warning: this is a long research 
article, but interesting and informative) 

 
• Make Your Daughter Practice Math, She’ll Thank you Later 

 
 
 

2. DreamBox Learning:  
 
 
 

2. Bedtime Math 
 

• Summer of Numbers Olympics!!!: Starts June 15 
oBedtime Math posts a new math problem everyday on the website and on the free app. 

 
 

3. YouCubed: Please check out this website for thoughtful and challenging math problems and other 
resources for summer practice! (Click on the Tasks and More Link). 

 
 
 

4. TableTalk Math: Please click here for a long list of other math resources! 
 
 
 

5. Board games I can suggest. All are available through Amazon. 
 

• Prime Climb (3rd grade and up) 
• Proof (3rd grade and up) 
• Sum Swamp 
• Pizza Fraction Fun Game 
• Head Full of Numbers 
• Sumoku 
• Tiny Polka Dot 
• Sequence Numbers 
• Equate 
• Math Dice 
• Ubongo (great for spatial reasoning) 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/are-boys-better-than-girls-at-math/
http://faculty.washington.edu/agg/pdf/Cvencek&al.ChDevel.2011.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/agg/pdf/Cvencek&al.ChDevel.2011.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/07/opinion/stem-girls-math-practice.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/07/opinion/stem-girls-math-practice.html
https://www.dreambox.com/
http://bedtimemath.org/
https://www.youcubed.org/
https://www.tabletalkmath.com/resources.html

