
 
GFS Safe Community Agreement 

 
As a community, we all want to be on our beautiful campus, learning in our classrooms, playing 
on our fields and courts and exploring the many open spaces that make this a truly special 
place to be. We have a shared commitment to keep our campus and community as safe and 
healthy as we can—for ourselves and for our friends, colleagues, teachers and families. We 
must all do our part to prevent the spread of illness so we can focus on the key components of a 
GFS education: academic excellence and community connections.  
 
We ask that all students and parents pledge to help us keep our campus safe by being 
responsible citizens and agreeing to the following community expectations to help reduce the 
risk of COVID-19 exposure at GFS: 
 
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES WILL: 

● Avoid attending large events where appropriate social distancing, mask wearing or other 
common sense prevention methods are not in place.  

● Avoid unnecessary travel. If travel is needed, appropriate state and school guidelines for 
reporting, testing and self-quarantine will be followed. We encourage families to be 
familiar with the most recently released guidelines from the State of Maryland (updated 
11/11/20), particularly section 15, which gives specific information about returning from 
travel. 

● Practice good hygiene, including frequent hand washing. 
● Actively monitor themselves for signs and symptoms of COVID-19. Students will not 

come to campus if they’re not feeling well and will report any symptoms or a positive 
COVID-19 diagnosis immediately to the GFS Health Center. 

● Inform the Health Center of any possible COVID-19 exposure and will switch to online 
learning options until/unless a negative test is received or the student or family member 
is cleared by a doctor’s note.  

● When on campus, wear a mask indoors and in all outdoor spaces where social 
distancing is not possible as mandated by the school. 

 
PARENT AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 
Because parents play a key role in ensuring their students remain safe and healthy, GFS will 
also expect parents and families to support their student by: 

● Following all state and local recommendations, including wearing masks, practicing 
social distancing and avoiding large gatherings. 

● Ensuring their student is following all protocols and guidelines set forth by the school. 
● Keeping their child home if they exhibit any symptoms and following guidelines for a safe 

return to school.  

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Documents/Nov%202020_%20MD%20Schools%20Guidance%20and%20Benchmarks.pdf


 
Families and students who do not adhere to these guidelines may be asked to leave campus 
and will need to engage in online learning during a required two-week quarantine period.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
In addition to the precautions above, we assume parents and students who are coming back to 
campus for in-person instruction and activities understand and acknowledge the following:  

● Despite the many precautions GFS has taken and our ongoing commitment to the health 
and safety of our entire community, there is an inherent risk of being together on 
campus.  

● Students who choose to participate in athletics will be asked to sign a waiver. 
acknowledging that they understand the elevated risks associated with in-person athletic 
activities. 

● Parents and students understand that students may be required to shift from in-person to 
online classes with little to no notice. 

● Students should expect classes and community events to be recorded during online and 
in-person instruction to facilitate hybrid learning.  

 
The health of one child is the health of our entire community, and our ability to remain open and 
on campus relies on our entire community’s commitment to these standards. Thank you for your 
continued support and partnership as we move forward. #TogetherGFS 


