
GARRISON FOREST SCHOOL  
Upper School Theatre 

 
The goal of the theatre program at Garrison Forest School is to help our 
students develop as individuals, as citizens and as artists by discovering 

the world of theatre in a variety of different ways. With our rich history  
of theatrical productions and our expanding classroom education,  

we aim to engage our community in thoughtful conversation  
and to explore how theatre can be used to make an impact. 

 
 

 
 

Join us for an upcoming GFS Performing Arts event: 
 

Middle School Chorus Concert 
December 13, 2017 

 
Upper School Winter Concert 

December 19, 2017 
 

Lower School Winter Concert 
December 20, 2017 

 
Middle School Musical Camp Rock 

January 19-21, 2018 
 

Upper School Musical Shrek the Musical 
February 22-24, 2018 

 
Thank you for attending the show and we hope to see you again soon! 
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GARRISON FOREST SCHOOL 

Upper School Theatre  
presents 

 
 
 

 
 
 

GARLAND THEATER 
November 10-11, 2017 

A Note from the Director 
 

mailto:rachelwaller@gfs.org


Written in 1936, You Can’t Take It With You goes deeper than many comedies of 

its time. Audiences were looking for escapism in popular entertainment, taking 

them away from the economic troubles of the day. This play manages to provide 

that needed escape through laughter, but it also slyly asks questions about class 

and makes us ponder the value of the pursuit of wealth versus the pursuit of 

happiness.  

 

In a 1995 Artweek article, Rosetta Brooks described how contemporary America 

suffers from “too muchness -- too many options, too much information, too many 

images, too little time to digest life -- much less art.” The fact that You Can’t Take 

It With You still holds so much appeal eighty years later does not merely attest to 

the entertainment value of “escapist” theatre. This play does give us time to 

digest life and art. It reminds us that certain truths still exist: charm, wisdom, 

eccentricity, innocence, selflessness, good will. Raymond Chandler once wrote, 

“In everything that can be called art there is a quality of redemption.” This lovely 

old play may not offer “redemption” on a macrocosmic scale, but it offers a 

quotidian grace our hyper-accelerated culture so desperately needs. 

 

May we all pursue our own happiness, earnestly and vigorously. 

 

With gratitude, 

 

 

Rachel Ayers Waller 

 

 

GFS Theatre & Service Partnership 

 
In the past 25 years or so, we have had approximately 150 students 
from Mexico at GFS, and when our Interim Head of School Lila Lohr 
reached out to a number of our Mexican families to see what type of 

assistance they needed, they indicated that monetary donations would 
be most helpful, and they recommended several reputable 

organization that will use our donations well.   
 

The GFS Service League and Upper School Theatre Program  
are continuing their partnership in the spirit of community service  

and helping others. Want to get involved? Buy a treat!  
 

 
Production Staff 

 
Director ………………………………………......…….. Rachel Ayers Waller 

Assistant Director ………………………………………...…….. Jamie Wang 

Stage Manager ……………………………………………….…… Nia Tyson 

Deck Assistant ……..…………………………………… Margaret McMahon 

Lighting Designer ……...…………………..... Mike Chappell for Lumencue 

Lighting Board Operator ……………………………………… Alli Schimmel 

Sound Board Operator ……………………………………...…. Jamie Wang 

Photographers ………………………………….... Selina Ma & Tiffany 

Yang 

Head of Front of House ……………………………………... Serena Shafer 

Theatrical Production Class …………… Alexis Alexander, Leyla Bedford, 

Catherine Diemer, Tessa Evarts,  

Amanda Fruman, Brooke Gottlieb,  

Isabel Liu, Lexi Scott, Clementine Shou,  

Chloe Watson, Jenny Zhao   
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Annex Theatre, for building materials 

Kate Williams, for the painting of Mr. De Pinna 

Ellen Nikirk, for additional paintings 

Diane Yu, for the art easel 

Barb Ackerman, for arranging the Service League partnership 

 

And a very heartfelt thank you to 

the cast & crew parents, guardians & dorm parents 

  

 
 

 
 
Waller, her friends, family and teachers for their support and understanding! 
Enjoy the show! 
 
Candy Shi (Donald) is a sophomore appearing in her second GFS theater 

production. She is from Shanghai, China. Besides theater, she enjoys dancing, 



singing, and playing the guitar. She is also an active member of Service League, 
and has a passion for environmental science. Candy would like to thank 
Ms.Waller, her friends, and the whole cast and crew for the help and support. 
Enjoy! 
 
Nia Tyson (Stage Manager) is a senior helping out in her fifth GFS production. 

She is one of the heads of SPECTRUM and is part of BSA. Nia is also a tour 
guide for Garrison and a Peer Educator. She wants to thank Ms. Waller for letting 
her help out this year for the play, and she can’t wait to continue throughout the 
year. 
 
Yueran Wang (Assistant Director) is a senior helping out in her sixth GFS 

production. She is Senior boarding president and RLSL in Senior House 
dormitory. Earlier this year, she hosted the Mid-Autumn festival performance. 
She would like to thank Ms. Waller for this wonderful opportunity to be her 
assistant.  
 
Ashley Wells (Essie) is a senior appearing in her eleventh production at 

Garrison Forest. She is a head of SPECTRUM and the Ragged Robins, and is 
an active participant in FORUM, Grizzly Guides, and the GFS band. Outside of 
school, she loves to spend time with her friends, visit museums, and catch up on 
sleep. Ashley would like to thank Rachel Waller, her friends and family, and the 
amazingly talented cast and crew for making her last Fall Play her favorite one 
yet. Enjoy the show! 
 
Kate Williams (Mac) is a senior appearing in her first GFS production. She is 

from Helena, Montana and loves boarding. She is a part of the GFS JV polo 
team and is incredibly thankful for her polo team and her coaches. In her free 
time she loves to read and make art. She would like to thank Ms. Waller and her 
friends for everything they have done. 
 
Jenny Zhao (Mr. De Pinna) is a sophomore appearing in her second GFS 

production. She is from Beijing , China and has enjoyed being a boarder at GFS. 
Outside of acting, she loves playing her Chinese instrument and drawing. She 
participates in service league, SDLC and Model UN. For sports, she loves cross 
country, squash, riding and lacrosse. Jenny would like to thanks Ms. Waller for 
giving this chance to her, and all her friends for their support. 
 
Amy Zhang (Grandpa) is a sophomore appearing in her second GFS production. 

She is a boarder from Shanghai, China. Outside theater, she plays badminton 
and Rubik’s Cube, is a co-head of the Game club, an active member of SDLC, 
ASA, and Robotics. She is also a Peer Educator and an academic mentor. She is 
really grateful to play Grandpa in this show, and wants to thank friends for 
helping her notice the popping-up British accent. She wants to give great thanks 
to Rachel Waller, a fabulous director, the amazing cast and crew for all the love 
and support. Enjoy the show! 

 
Cast 

 
GRANDPA, Martin Vanderhof ………………………....……….. Amy 

Zhang 

PENELOPE SYCAMORE, Grandpa’s Daughter ……..….. Ralston Finney 

PAUL SYCAMORE, Penny’s Husband …………………….... Marion Riley 

ESSIE, Penny’s Older Daughter ……………………………... Ashley Wells 

ED, Essie’s Husband ………………………………………….. Lizzie Bonsal 

ALICE, Penny’s Younger Daughter ……………………………. Bella Grant 

TONY KIRBY, Alice’s Beau ……………………………………... Ellen 

Nikirk 

MR. KIRBY, Tony’s Father ………………………………………... Lexi 

Scott 

MRS. KIRBY, Tony’s Mother ……………………………………. Lucy 

Saper 

MR. DE PINNA, Paul’s Friend …………………………………. Jenny Zhao 

BORIS KOLENKHOV, Essie’s Dance Instructor ………………... Ellie 

Blair 

RHEBA, Maid of the Sycamore Family ………………….. Alice Baughman 

DONALD, Rheba’s Beau ……………………………………….... Candy Shi 

GAY WELLINGTON, Penny’s Actress Friend ……………………...... Ivy Li 

HENDERSON, IRS Agent / MAN, Gov’t Agent ……………….... Isabel Liu 

OLGA, Grand Duchess / MAC, Gov’t Agent ……..... Miel Gimenez Weber 

JIM, Gov’t Agent ……………………………………………..... Kate Williams 

 

ACT ONE: Home of Martin Vanderhof 

ACT TWO: Same place, one week later 

 

There will be one 15-minute intermission 

 
Intermission sales will go towards helping families  

who were affected by the recent earthquakes in Mexico 
 

Please silence all cell phones. 
For the safety of the actors and to honor our contractual obligations, 

taking pictures and/or recording the performance is not allowed. 

 



Who’s Who 

Cast Bios in Alphabetical Order 
 
 
Alice Baughman (Rheba) is a sophomore appearing in her sixth production at 

GFS. Outside of theatre, she runs cross country, plays badminton, is an active 
member of Service League and SDLC, a Grizzly Guide, and an Academic 
Mentor. She also enjoys reading, music, and other forms of art. She’d like to 
thank Ms. Waller and the whole cast and crew for making You Can’t Take It With 
You such an amazing experience! 
 
Ellie Blair (Kolenkhov) is a senior appearing in her twelfth Garrison Forest 
production. Previously, she was in Into the Woods as Rapunzel's Prince, The 
Crucible as Rev. Hale and The Language Archive as The Instructor. When not on 
stage, Ellie loves to play electric and acoustic guitar (especially with the GFS 
band), explore the outdoors, read, and practice her (cringeworthy) Russian 
accent. She would like to thank the cast and crew for their support and laughter 
these past few months. Ellie would also like to thank Rachel Waller, for helping 
her find her voice in the GFS community and supporting her while she grew into 
the young woman she is today. To everyone involved in this wonderful, eccentric 
production, remember, “Art is only achieved through perspiration!”  
 
Lizzie Bonsal (Ed) is a senior appearing in her twelfth GFS theatre production. 

She has had a wonderful time this fall making new friends and bringing her 
character to life. When Lizzie isn’t in the theatre, though that doesn’t happen 
often, she spends her time in the Arts Center or goofing off with her friends. 
Lizzie would like to thank Rachel Waller and the rest of her theatre family for 
tolerating her weirdness and making this experience truly unforgettable. She’s 
sad that You Can’t Take It With You is coming to an end, but she is so grateful 

for this opportunity to share the stage with such talented actresses. She wishes 
the best of luck to everyone involved, and she hopes that the audience has as 
much fun watching the show as she did being in it.  
 
Ralston Finney (Penny) is a junior appearing in her sixth Garrison Forest 

production. She is a writer, actor, singer, (bad) dancer, professional slacker, and 
aspiring cat lady. She simply cannot express her adoration and gratitude for her 
fellow castmates, fantastic crew members, and wonderful director, Rachel 
Waller. You Can’t Take It With You has been an amazing opportunity to learn 
and grow as an actor and to step outside of her comfort zone. She would like to 
thank her family for dealing with her and supporting her through the years, her 
friends for keeping her sane, and Rachel Waller for teaching her that she really 
can do anything she puts her mind to. Enjoy! 
 
Miel Gimenez-Weber (Mac, Olga Katrina), is appearing in her first theatrical 

production. She is spending her junior year at Garrison and is enchanted by the 
community and their support in developing new interests. Service League, the 
Student Diversity Leadership Club, Theatre, and running are just some of the 
passions the school allows her to pursue. She had a wonderful time working with 
the cast and hopes that everyone else enjoyed it just as much. Only due to the 
ASSIST program’s and Garrison’s generous help she is standing on stage today. 
Thank you!  
 

Bella Grant (Alice) is a sophomore appearing in her third GFS production. She is 

a boarder from Easton, Maryland, where she has participated in many different 
theatre productions. When she is not acting, she can be found singing, playing 
piano or ukulele, reading, and joking around with her friends. She is also an 
active member of Service League, SDLC, and Spectrum, a Peer Educator, and a 
Grizzly Guide. She is extremely grateful to be a part of You Can’t Take It With 
You, and has gained so much from this experience. She wants to thank Rachel 

Waller for being an amazing director, and the talented cast and crew making this 
an incredible show. Enjoy the show!    
 
Ivy Li (Gay Wellington) is a sophomore appearing in her second GFS production. 

She is from Beijing, China. She enjoys being on stage and experiencing people’s 
lives by playing different characters. In addition to Gay Wellington, she also 
played Alcyone in last year’s Spring Play Metamorphoses. Besides theater, she 
does visual arts and dance. Ivy wants to thank Ms. Waller for providing her this 
opportunity and many useful tips, she also wants to thank her friends for their 
great support, and the whole crew for making this show awesome. Enjoy the 
play! 
 
Isabel Liu (Henderson, The Man) is a junior appearing in her third GFS 

production. Apart from acting, she is a dancer, singer, and co-head of Game 
Club. Outside of school she enjoys doing community service. She wants to thank 
Mrs. Waller for giving her an opportunity on stage, and the whole cast and crew 
for carrying out this great show. Enjoy! 
 
Ellen Nikirk (Tony) is a senior appearing in her fifth GFS production, including 
The Crucible and Little Shop Of Horrors. She is involved in the LGBT+ 

community and the Math club and enjoys singing with the Chamber Choir. She 
also sings in an outside choir (AKCC) and essentially reads for a living. Ellen 
would like to thank Rachel Waller, who is constantly helpful and makes Ellen do 
her homework (and applications!) when she is not on stage. Enjoy the show! 
 
Marion Riley (Paul) is a junior appearing in her seventh GFS production. 

Besides her involvement in the theater, she also is a participant in WISE, a 
delegate in Model UN, and a club head of both SPECTRUM and Spanish club. 
She is an active member of Service League, a Jenkins fellow, an academic 
mentor, and a peer educator. Marion is extremely grateful for her crazy and 
lovable role in this production, and she is especially thankful to Rachel Waller 
and her roommate (and ring sister!) Nia for their unwavering support. Break a 
leg, everyone! 
 
Lucy Saper (Mrs. Kirby) is a junior appearing in her sixth GFS production. In 

school, Lucy enjoys being in oil painting with Ms. Yu and is excited to join 
portfolio next semester. She is also a peer educator for the 8th graders. Outside 
of school, Lucy dives on the UMBC dive team. Lucy loves playing Mrs. Kirby and 
is so glad she has this wonderful opportunity. She would like to give a big thanks 
to Ms. Waller and the best cast and crew! She is especially thankful to have one 
of her amazing ring sisters, Ashley, in the play with her! 
 
Lexi Scott (Mr. Kirby) is a senior appearing in her second GFS production. She 

is from Eldersburg, Maryland, and rides horses at Garrison as well. In her free 
time she enjoys reading, writing, as well knitting. She would like to thank Ms.  


