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The Promise of the Promised Land 

 

Dr. King’s legacy serves as a guideline for how I choose to live my life. Dr. King fought 

for, lived for, and died for the fundamental truth that he held to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal. His words are a beacon of hope, and a promise of a better tomorrow. His message 

reminds me to treat everyone with fairness and respect. I strive to conduct myself with dignity 

and discipline. No matter how someone looks or acts, it is not my right to judge. I have an 

obligation and a responsibility to listen, more than I speak, and to show compassion and 

understanding in the face of life’s difficulties. Dr. King’s legacy assures us that race, religion, 

wealth, politics, and every other divisive attribute, cannot withstand the strength of the ties that 

binds us - our humanity. I have a responsibility to all of those who have come before me, and to 

all of those who will come after me, to live a life of purpose. It is my duty to speak up when I 

encounter someone being treated unjustly. I must be a leader for equality and justice. 

 

It has been half a century since Dr. King was assassinated. As a society we have come 

far, yet we have so far to go. At times, it seems as though progress stands still. Current events in 

today’s society reveal that racism, discrimination, and injustice are alive and well. Topics such as 

politics and religion are polarizing. People attack one another because of their differences. 

People treat others as “less than” because of these differences. As a society we are broken. We 

have lost the fundamental concept of our shared humanity. Dr. King spoke of a Promised Land,  

a place where differences would be embraced and appreciated, as opposed to being rejected and 

devalued. He fought for a future where no man would ever have to verify his humanity again.  

 

 It is during these troubling times, that it becomes apparent that we are lacking strong 

leadership. We all have the capability to be a leader when it comes to equality and justice. We 

lead by how we live our lives. We lead by listening. We lead by educating others. We lead by 

fighting for what is right. Each individual is an instrument for change. It is by finding our 

courage and our compassion that we shall overcome. We shall overcome racism, we shall 

overcome hatred, and we shall overcome ignorance. Dr. King’s legacy mandates that I, along 

with the rest of the world, obtain the knowledge, the commitment, and the fortitude to advance 

the human race. 

 

Despite the difficulties that we face today, I have faith in Dr. King’s dream. It is a dream 

that I too share. Until that dream of justice and equality is realized, I will continue to do my part. 

I will stay true to my beliefs and values, secure in the knowledge that one day we will get to the 

Promised Land. 


